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Durham Lumiere attracts 160,000
lightshow fans
20 November 2023

Liquid Geometry by Javier Riera at Lumiere 2023

About 160,000 people attended County Durham's Lumiere festival this year.
The light festival took place over four nights and saw 120,000 people receive free
tickets to the art exhibition.
Councillor Amanda Hopgood said: "You only need to see the expressions on people's
faces to know how much they've enjoyed this year's Lumiere."
The event sparked controversy by including work by Chinese artist Ai Weiwei after he
posted comments about the Israel-Gaza conflict online.
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An exhibition of his work in London was cancelled following his social media post
which suggested that the "sense of guilt around the persecution of the Jewish people"
had been transferred and held against the Arab world.
Despite the row, his Illuminated Bottle Rack was displayed at Durham Cathedral.

Illumaphonium by Michael Davis

Lumiere displayed 40 works by artists from 15 countries, including Chila Burman and
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer.
Ms Hopgood, who is leader of Durham County Council, said: "It's an event that always
brings so much fun, wonder and joy into people's lives and somehow it manages to get
better and better each time."
The number of people taking part in the festival, which takes place every two years,
had "increased significantly", the council said.
About 1,800 local residents and schoolchildren took part in 65 workshops and online
art submissions.
One of the pieces that used public creations was On Blank Pages by Luzinterruptus,
which included thousands of illuminated notebooks for visitors to share their
thoughts about justice.
The exhibition was held across Durham and Bishop Auckland and was organised by
arts producers Artichoke.
Artistic director Helen Marriage said: "Each edition of Lumiere is an opportunity to
create an outdoor art gallery on a grand scale and, for me, this year's was the most
exciting and impactful yet."

Follow BBC North East on Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and Instagram. Send your
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Lack of cash halts new leisure
centres

3 hrs ago England

Remote school with five pupils to
permanently close

2 days ago Wear

Five-pupil school in line for closure

7 Feb 2024 England

3 hrs ago Lack of cash halts new leisure centres
Projects in Chester-le-Street and Seaham are being put on ice after costs nearly
double.

3 hrs ago England

1 day ago Lego Durham Cathedral makes a triumphant
return
All 299,128 pieces were kept in storage for nearly three years and reconstructed
by volunteers.

1 day ago Wear

2 days ago Thousands living in absolute poverty, council
finds
Figures from Durham County Council suggest one in five residents are having to
rely on support.

2 days ago England

2 days ago Bus station undergoing repairs weeks after
opening
The newly-built Durham Bus Station opened to the public on 7 January after
several years of work.

2 days ago England

3 days ago 'Wild West' concerns as venues operate outside
hours
A report into Durham City Centre finds dozens of night-time venues operated
beyond permitted hours.

3 days ago England
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