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Designed by architect Isozaki Arata, the
Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media [YCAM]
opens its doors an 1 November, YCAM will be
hosting ambitious events in both the fine and
performing arts, in cutting-edge facilities
that include a flexible theatre designed with
input from members of Dumb Type. While it
is a bit out of the way, YCAM's substantial
programs are certain to more than make up
far the inconvenience.

For two of the museum’s intriguing
apening events, YCAM has commissioned
Philippe Decoufle for the performing arts,
and Ars Electronica 2000 Grand Prize winner
in the interactive arts category, Rafael
Lozano-Hemmer for visual arts. Lozano-
Hemmer plans to erect twenty columns 5 to
10 metres in height in the YCAM surrounds,

Tetsuya, Ozaki. “Rafael Lozano-Hemmer — Amodal Suspension”, Art It, vol. 1, Fall f Winter 2003, p. 11.

each equipped with a searchlight. "Amodal
Suspension” is a dynamic, interactive work in
which text messages sent by visitors via the
Internet or cellular phenes are transformed
into blinking lights that are subsequently
transmitted from column to column. Fireflies
and the traditional lantern festival, both of
which are representative of the Yamaguchi
region, reportedly inspired the artist to
create this everchanging canopy of lights in
the twilight sky over YCAM,

Lozano-Hemmer is known for site-
specific works |which the artist prefers to
call "relationship-specific’] that are based on
memory and history at the place where they
are built. In this installation, however, he
focuses not only on Japan's “non-histary”,
but the irony of globalization

“Woctonal Ekmvaion, Metabonsl An

“When | arrived in Japan, | was fasci-
nated by the way people use cell phones - not
necessarily to talk, but te 'be connected’,
This i1s the only country | know where this
phenomenon exists, therefore | couldn’t
execute this project anywhere else,” the
artist explains.

This may very well be an appropriate
form of media art for a country which itself
appears to epitomize the "end of history™,
What is certain is that a visit to Yamaguchi
will be absolutely worthwhile. If you are
planning to go, don’t forget to bring your cell
phone! —Ozaki Tetsuya

www.amodal.net
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