“Alen Relationships trom Publi€ Space

'- !I Interview by Alex Adriaansens and Joke Brouwer

From August 31 to September 23, 2001, the Schouwburgplein square in central
Rotterdarn was transformed by one of the largest interactive installations ever
made for public space. Over one thousand portraits taken on the streets of
Rotterdam, Madrid, Mexico and Montreal were projected on the fagade of the
Pathé Cinema building using robotically controlled projectors located on towers
argund the square. The portraits could not be seen when the square was empty
because powerful ground-level xenon lights washed them out. As soon as peo-
ple walked onto the square, however, their shadows were projected onto the
building and parts of the portraits were revealed within them. By moving around,
passershy could match the scale of a portrait by going toward or away from the
building, making their silhouettes anywhere between two and 22 meters high. A
camera-based tracking systern monitored the location of the shadows in real
time, and when the shadows matched all the portraits in a given scene, the con-

Body Maovies, Relationdl Architecture & (Rotterdam, the Metherlar

tral computer issued an automatic command to change the scene to the next set
of portraits, In this way the people on the square were invited to embody differ-
ent representational narratives. Over 50 people could take part at any given time,
controlling 1,200 square meters of projections and creating a collective experi-
ence that nonetheless allowed discrete individual participation

This was Body Movies, the sixth in Rafael Lozano-Hemmer's (Canada/Mexico)

Relational Architecture series of installations in public space in European and Latin

American cities. These interactive interventions in Madrid, Linz, Graz, Mexico City,

Havana and Istanbul have been exploring the intersection between new tech-
All photos by Jan Sprij unkess otherwise indicated nologies, urban space, active participation and "alien memory.”

Adriaansens, A. and Brouwer, J. " Alien Relationships from Public Space” in TransUrbanism. Rotterdam: V2_Publishing/MAI Publishers, 2002, p.138-143.
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