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RAFAEL LOZANO-HEMMER

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer uses various media as catalysts to trans-
form viewers into active participants. His projects play out both
through inter-relating networks formed in cyberspace and through
interactive comrmunication environments created in real spaces. In
the ‘Relational Architecture’ (RA) series, he projects text and images
onto historical buildings and other structures, drawing observers into
an interaction with the latent memories of the location.

In installations like Tive Origins, Relational Architecture 7
(2002) Lozano-Hemmer projects texts that are specifically related
to the actual history of the site. However, this is not always the case.
Body Movies, Relational Architecture 6 (2002) projected onto buildings
portraits of thousands of people photographed on various city
streets. The people walking in front of the building become the
creators of the work when their shadows block the Moodlights ill-
uminating them and allow the projections to be seen. Depending on
the distance of the participants from the light sources, the sizes of
the shadows and the images they reveal can be anything between 2
and 25 metres, and can appear in a myriad of different shapes.

Vectorial Elevation, Relational Architecture 4 (1999=2000)
makes a connection between the information environment of the
Internet and real urban spaces in a provocative work that opens up
the potential for the actions of individuals to become public art.
RA4 was a millennium celebration project for Zécalo Square in
Mexico City, a space surrounded by monumental buildings, and a
symbol of Mexico’s discontinuous historical memories. Lozano-
Hemmer installed searchlights on the tops of the buildings so that

Hasegawa, Yuko. * Rafael Lozano-Hemmer™, Cream 3. Contemporary Art in Culture.
London: Phaidon Press Limited, 2003, p.188.

their criss-crossing beams would form an ephemeral structure
made from the mid-air intersection of light. People around the
world could access the project’s website and move the beams to
change the design of the structure. Conceived in the tradition of son
et lumiére spectacles, the project linked the people gathering in the
square and those on the Internet into one global and virtual
information space, and became a pointer to the potential for new
creation by a collective intellect working through cyberspace.

33 Questions per Minute, Relational Architecture 5 (2001) asked
philosophical questions about authorship and the relationship
between machines and people. Lozano-Hemmer used software
programmed to create a generator capable of using grammatical
rules to combine words from the dictionary, creating fifty-five
billion different questions. These were presented on tiny LED
screens at a rate of thirty-three per minute, mingled with other
questions entered by participants so that observers were unable to
distinguish between them. The screens were sited in the Hagia
Eirene Church in Istanbul, a structure dating back to the time of
Emperor Justinian. The solidity of historical time and the context
of the Orient bathed the project in a special philosophical signifi.
cance, giving it the atmosphere of an interactive Zen dialogue. Not
knowing whether the questions were machine- or manmade brought
in the issue of individuality. In querying the collective memory
buried in the history of place, as well as the potential of collective
intelligence, Lozano-Hemmer’s work represents a new type of

media catalyst. Yuko Hasegawa
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