Relational Architecture:

The wild speculations about immersive
cinematic experiences unfolding in multi-
layered hype(r)-narratives have largely pro-
ved futile. Predicated in the elusive symp-
toms of the ‘cinema of attractions’ and the
flawed subjectifications of programmed
variables, most of the attempts have suc-
cumbed to excessive forms of ornamented
spectacle with filmed sequences, often bom-
bastic visual effects, and the abandonment
of the audience except as a mass “chorus” of
passive viewers. Indeed while the designing
of the kind of super-cinema has grown in
scale, it has largely lost sight of its potential
not as an enormous, nearly anonymous,
mass event, but rather as one that that can
perform as an interface, one in which feed-
back and individual agency create a kind of
anti-spectacle.

the work of Rafael Lozano-Hemmer

In Relational Architecture, the interface is
more than just a portal into an illusion; it
stands against illusion in favour of develo-
ping a unique relationship with a distributed
public without losing sight of either identity,
locality, or with the delicate meanings of
interactivity. To do this under the rubric of
architecture is neither ironic nor paradoxi-
cal. To transpose interior and exterior space,
to reclaim the public square as a site of
public discourse, of the social imaginary, of
the *projection” of the public will, is an act
at once defiant and compelling. To “write”
into the surfaces of the sky, onto the exterior
walls of buildings that stand as a repository
of cultural history, to “write’ the body into
the *social text’ of the physical world, sug-
gests collisions of meaning that, on the one

hand, embeds this work in specific histories,

Timothy Druckrey

and, on the other, extends from the passive
confrontation of space into that of time
(both historical and experiential).

In this sense, Relational Architecture is nei-
ther attempting to ‘build’ consensus or to
conjure up post-cinema. It is an evocation of
the kind of social space in which active par-
ticipation is not a by-product, but the dri-
ving force in the creation of dynamic agora
in which every position is established in an
open system that ruptures hierarchies and
dismantles the notion that the pubic is an
undifferentiated mass, the media not the
harbinger of a utopian global village, inter-
activity not the opiate of shoppers.

ApxurekTypa oTHoIIeHui: padora Pacasns Jlozano-Xemmepa

Ypeamephbie cneky ALt of onkitax
KHHEMATOrPAfIHUECKOro MOy HeHNs,
PAIBOPAMHBANLMECH B MHOTOCOMAHBIX
MOJHBIX THIEP-TIORECTROBAHMAX, N0 GobIIEH
YACTH, OKAZATHCD HECOCTORTEIHBIMH,
FaanaeHHbIC B CTA00 BRIPAKEHHBIX
CHMITOMAX «KHHO ATTPAKIHOHOB H B
HEYIAYHBLE CYOBEKTHRALIMAX
JANPOTPAMMHPOBAHHLIX BAPHALMI,
GOIBLIMHCTBO STHX TONLITOK YCTYIHAM MECTO
H3OKITOMHBIM (POPMAM OPHAMEHTHPOBAHHOTO
CNEKTAKIA B BHIIE MOC/EN0BATEILHOCTH
IMHBONOE C HACTO OLUENOMIANLHMKI
BHIYATBHBIMK HjeperTamu, ¢ OTRAZOM 0T
AYIHTOPHH, HCKITHOMA TOVBKO ¢¢ NPHATHE B
KAYECTBE MACCOBOID «XOPas» MACCHBHBIX
spurened. [lo Mepe TOro Kak NpoMsBoiCTBO
TAKOrD CYNEP-KHHO POCOD B CBOMX
Macirraax, OHO CTAND NOMTH AHOHHMHbLIM

MACCOBBIM COOBITHEM H NOTEPAND W3 BHIY
CBOA NOTEHUMAT SBICHHA, CIOCOOHOTD CTATh
HHTEpPERcoM, rie ofpaTHas CBAsL H
HHHBH[IYAIBHOE YHACTHE COIANOT, CBOLTO
POJIA, AHTH-CIEKTAK Tk,

B ApxurekType oTHOWEHWT HTepdeiic - He
TOILKO TOPTAN B WUTO3HIO, OH MPOTHBOCTOHT
WIO3HH B TIONL3Y PAsBHTHA YHHKATBHBIX
OTHOLEHHIA ¢ pAcCperoToueHHon myGIHkon,
HE YIYCKAA H3 BHHMAHHA HH HICHTHYHOCTS,
HH JIOKATHOCT, HH TOHKHE FPAHH
HHTEPAKTHEHOCTH. CEaTh 9T0 Noj|,
BLIBECKOH APXHTEKTYPhI - HE MPOHHA H He
napaioke. TTOMEHATE MECTAMM BHY TPEHHEE H
BHELIHEE NPOCTPAHCTER, MPOBO3IIACHTE

MY GAHUHYR IIOWATE MECTOM MY BIHYHOTO
JMCKYPCa, KOUIEKTHBHOMD BOOGPAKAEMOro,
IPOSKLFH My BIMYHOR BOAH - aKT

Thmoru Ipakpu

CTHOBPEMEHHO IEP3KIA 1 yOemenbHEI.
«lIHcaTs» Ha NOBEPXHOCTH HEGa, HA BHEILIHHX
CTCHAX FAHHA, KOTOPLIE CTOAT KAk
XPRHHIMIA HCTOPHH KYIETYPBI, «BIHCATE
TEN0 B «COUHATBHLIA TEKCT» (PHIMUCCKOTO
MHPE O3HAYACT MPLIIOAKNTE CTOTKHOBCHHA
IHAMCHHH, KOTOPBIE, ¢ OIHOH CTOPOHEI,
BIHCHIBAIOT 1Y padoTy B ocoboro pojaa
MCTOPMH, & ¢ APYTOH, NPEBPALLAIOT MACCHBHOE
NPOTHBOCTOAHKE NPOCTPAHCTEL B
NPOTHBOCTORHHE BPEMEHH (HCTOPHUECKOTO M
FKCMEPHMEHTATEHONO ),

B grom cuMbicne APXHTEKTYPR OTHOWEHAR He
NBITACTCH «NOCTPOMTE KOHCEHCYC MIH
HAMOMHUTE O NOCT-KUHO, OHa BhIZLIBAET K
AHIHA COUMANTBHOE NPOCTPAHCTED, ITe
AKTHEHOE YUACTHE HBIACTCA HE NOGOMHBIM
MPOIYETOM, A [IBRHAYILER CHI0A CO3aHNA

Druckrey, Timothy. “ Relational Architecture: the work of Rafael Lozano-Hemmer”, Debates & Credits. Media / Art / Public Domain.
Amsterdam: De Balie — Centre for Culture and Politics, 2003, p. 69.
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