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“The Capable Skin” deals with the
superimposition of real and cybernetic
space, claiming the physical placement
and its memory as a meeting point
between the building and its virtual
representations; taking a new look at
the relationship berween monument,
place, and representation. In this case
it is an ironic look crincizing the
simplistic and necrophilic culture

of extreme conservatism, which
creates buildings that are eternally
alive, Before this l,ll‘il‘t,‘\pl:l,‘lﬂll and
utilitarian vampirization, | propose

a dignified death, or telematic
“eryogenic” preservation. The first
option is ecological and economical.
The second, which is the basis for this
proposal, requires a prosthesis:

a technological coffin for vampire
buildings.

Essentially “The Capable Skin" is a
visually active architectural prosthesis;
a rigid, reticular, two-faced interface
which envelops and hides
monuments without touching them,
always departing from a simple
geometry, uncommitted to that
which is orthogonal. The two faces
have independent behaviors,
functuonally organized through
groups of modular cells, that are
audiovisually autonomous, and
arranged along a three-dimensional
metallic structure acting as a skeleton.
The depth of the cells allows
retroprojection, whose control and
maintenance may be carried out
from intermediate auxiliary corridors
which separate the two faces and
hold the necessary technical devices.

Large-scale images and data drawn
from the flow of information that the
building generates on the Net are
projected onto the interior or private
face. According to the volume of this
information, and the frequency

of connections made, variables are
generated which control the zoning,
intensity, and color of the interior
illumination of the premises through
the use of robotic lamps. Closed
circuit surveillance cameras fastened
to different points of the interior
face, continuously capture different
shots of the building in varying
degrees of distance and detail, These
images are projected in real time,
with respect to the ume of day,

in conditional frequency, size and
arrangement on the exterior face

of the skin, and shape the new public

image of the monument, which
appears superimposed over the
previous virtual “self™;

a representation that :I|w:l}'$ appears
fragmented and incomplete,

and which stems from the visual
codes used by vigilance and
surveillance SECUTILY systems and
hospital intensive-care units. These
are static, disturbing and testimonial
images whose sole mission is to try
to prove that the building is there,
A building which now appears to
be preserved, or rather “cryogenically
f.uhpcndrd" in an intimate virtual
landscape, within the electronic
solitude, formed by iself and by

its own fluctuating, symbolical
representation in cyberspace.

The interior face of the skin
functions as a private mirror between
the monument and its phantoms,
between the building of atoms and
the building of bits; between
discarded, useless matter and the
information which de-materializes it.
The exterior face is the true
epidermus, representing the sensitive
limit of the monument and the
silhouette of that which is controlled.
A rigid, objective, standardized
silhouette that does not ever adapt to
the morphological peculiarities of the
building, and establishes a conscious,
growing distance from it at all nmes.
A superficial border, whose reference
to what it encloses is given
exclusively for its geographic truth
and by the images projected.

“The Capable Skin" is both
architecture-mirror and architecture-
landscape, at the same time.

A cybernetic landscape which,
substituting a real one, proposes

a new “technologically amplified”
reading of the building, and

a renewed look at concepts like
place, monument, and representation.

Text by Emilio Lopez-Galiacho

TechmicaL List

= Power Macintosh 8500/ 180
Power PC 604¢ 180 Mhz processor

= PC Pentium 100 Mhz

= Digital video projector

= Computer programs and interface
“The Capable Skin™

= Digital stereo amplifier with
speakers

= Virtual navigation system “GAMS
3D tracking system”, including
microsensors with ultrasonic sound

= Roobotic lamps, with micro-motor
system controlled by “lmage Scan™

Ohlenschlager, Karin. "The capable skin — La Piel Capaz” in Arte Virtal - Realidad Flural. Exhibition catalogue. Monterrey: Museo de Monterrey, 1997, p. 66-67.
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