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Relational architecture general concept
Relational architecture can be defined as the
technological actualisation of buildings and

public spaces with alien memory. Relational

architecture transforms the master-narratives

Relational of a specific building by adding and subtracting
audiovisual elements to affect it, effect it and
Architecture #2 re-contextualize it. Relational buildings have
. audience-activated hyperlinks to predeter-
Dis p laced mined spatiotemporal settings that may inclu-
de other buildings, other political or aesthetic

Em perors contexts, other histories, or other physics.

Virtual architecture could be differentiated

from relational architecture in that the for-

mer is based on simulation while the latter is

based on dissimulation. Virtual buildings are

Rafael Lozano-Hemmer data constructs that strive for realism, asking

remote sensations the participant to *suspend disbelief* and "play
along® with the environment; relational build-
ings,on the other hand, are real buildings pre-
tending to be something other than them-
selves, masquerading as that which they might
become, asking participants to “suspend belief*
and probe, interact and experiment with the
false construct. Virtual architecture tends to
miniaturize buildings to the participant’s scale,
for example through VR peripherals such as
HMDs or CAVEs, while relational architecture
amplifies the participant to the building’s scale,
oremphasizes the relationship between urban
and personal scale. In this sense, virtual archi-
tecture dematerializes the body, while relational
architecture dematerializes the environment.
Virtual and relational architectures are not
opposing practices, nor are they mutually
exclusive. They are similar in that both are
largely participant-centered, computer-gener-
ated, and less permanent, expensive, sheltering

and territorial than physical architecture.
Relational architecture need not be inscribed
within postmodern parasitic or symbiotic
practice nor post-structural self-referentiality: it
is not necessarily engaged in deconstruction, nor
doesit need to use the language or structure of
the building itself. Instead, relational architec-
ture events could be considered *buildings with
subtitles®, where the translators may or may not
speak the building’s language: the subtitles need
not be causal, referential, or even contextual.
Relational architecture pieces vindicate their syn-
thetic, artificial qualities, and reserve the right
Fig.1 Architakt interface to be effectist, improvisational and useless.

Flesh Factor — informationsmaschine mensch. ARS Electronica 1997 (exhibition catalogue), Vienna: Springer, 1897, p. 336-337.
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