EXPOSURE TIME

TWO MEDIA ART INSTALLATIONS

Although very different in execution and
expression, two recent media art installations in
Japan (Akira Hasegawa's *Digital Kakejiku® and
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer's *Amodal Suspension”)
shared a number of characteristics: both were
nighttime, outdoor public spectacles, both used
digital data as the raw material and artificial
light as the expressive medium, and both par-
tially relinquished artistic control to computer

randomization. In each case, invisible aspects of

the digital realm were made visible, rendered in
light at scales and speeds available to human
perception, Immanent global networks were

Thomas Daniell

localized, instantaneous electronic transitions
were decelerated; space was shrunk as time
was stretched. Ephemeral events rather than
physical objects, their magnitude was more
temporal than spatial. Their existence relied on
duration, or more precisely, on delay: a slowing
of the speed of light.

The ‘refresh rate’ of the human brain is
somewhere around 1/16th of a second." Above
this threshold, sequences of individual events
can no longer be consciously distinguished. A
clicking sound faster than 16 Hertz becomes a
low bass note; an animated cartoon slowed to

fiewer than 16 frames per second resolves into a
series of individual images. The illusory move-
ment of cinema is the result of interpolation
between still pictures by the viewer's brain.
Media artist Akira Hasegawa jokes that Disney
should return half our money, as we are doing
half the work.

Digital Kakejiku

The theme of Hasegawa's own artistic proj-
ect, entitled 'Digital Kakejiku' (or D-K), is the
perception of that interval. Over three nights in
April 2003, Hasegawa projected a series of

Rafacl Lozano-Hemmers ‘Amaodal Suspension” at the opening of the Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media. Foto Archi Biming
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