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RaraeL Lozano-Hemmer (...) [33 Preguntas por Minuto] es un algoritmo que utiliza el acceso aleatorio de pala-
bras de un diccionario para formar nuevas frases. Sabe como conjugar verbos, cémo utilizar adverbios, adjeti-
vos, articulos y demas. Actualmente, por el nimero de palabras que tengo en el banco de datos, puede generar
16 mil millones de preguntas diferentes, que son (inicas y gramaticalmente correctas. Cuando te enfrentas a algu-
nas de ellas, son completamente absurdas como “;Cuando sangraras de forma ordenada?” Y luego hay otras que
pueden interpretarse como si tuvieran coherencia, como “;Por qué nos siguen sobornando los artistas?”.

(...) La instalacion presenta 33 preguntas por minuto, que es el umbral de velocidad para la lectura, de modo
que la experiencia es irritante en la medida en que no deja tiempo para la reflexidn, al igual que en nuestra actual
cultura mediatizada...

(...) Seguiré realizando este tipo de obras —sobre textos automdticos— porque, como he dicho, cuestionan nues-
tras expectativas en relacidn a la tecnologia. Algunas de las personas que conoci aqui en Cuba tienen una pre-

RarFaEL Lozano-HEMMER (...) [33 Preguntas por Minutol] it's an algorithm that uses random access of words
from a dictionary to form new sentences. It knows how to conjugate verbs and how to add adverbs, adjec-
tives, articles and so forth. Currently, because of the number of words that | have in the database, it can gen-
erate 16 billion different questions that are unique and grammatically correct. When you look at some of
these gquestions, they are completely absurd, like “;Cu&ndo sangraras de forma ordenada” (When will you
bleed in an orderly fashion?). And then there are some that could be construed as having some relevance,
like “;Porqué nos siguen sobornando los artistas?” (Why do artists continue bribing us?).

(...) The installation shows 33 questions per minute, which is the threshold of readability, so the experi-
ence is irritating to the extent that there is no time for reflection, like in our current media culture.

(... I'll continue this kind of work—the work about automatic texts—because, like | said, it asks funda-
mental questions about what our expectation is from technology. Some of the people I've met here in Cuba
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have a real concern—and of course it's very well founded—that they're not getting enough information,
which obviously hopefully will be remedied. However, in western countries, | feel that there's almost too
much information. | feel like there is a level at which there is a saturation and a density that renders us
useless.

Pat BinDER & GerHARD HaupT Is there a personal history behind the piece?

RL-H Yes, although by no means do | want to make it sound as though the piece is the natural result of
that personal anecdote, but it definitely did affect me.

My father, a chain-smoker, got lung cancer suddenly. | was told he had only two weeks more to live. When
| arrived in Mexico he already was on a life support system in the intensive care unit. | didn’t really know
my dad—my parents divorced when | was very little— and there was so much | wanted to ask him.
Unfortunately he couldn't speak because of the respirator tube coming out of his mouth, and he was too
tired to write. So | made a small table with an alphabet where he could point at the letters and make words
and talk to me that way. But that became pretty tedious and | had to make a new version of the table, but
this time with words, subjects, nouns. Then it dawned on me—who should choose these words? Who should
be the author of the textual puppetry? Should | be choosing words such as ‘death’? Should | be choosing
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